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I want to close by thanking my good
friend, Chairman THURMOND, and his
staff. He and our staffs have worked to-
gether, very, very well together,
throughout the consideration of this
bill.

Mr. THURMOND addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina.

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, as
we close this debate, I take this oppor-
tunity to commend Senator LEVIN for
the magnificent work he has done on
this bill. He is a man of integrity, abil-
ity and dedication. It is a great asset
to have him on the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee.

Mr. President, there are a few obvi-
ous reasons for Americans to focus on
the defense of the United States. While
there is no longer a superpower threat-
ening to dominate us, threats still
abound. Events in Iraq this week dem-
onstrate that America must be pre-
pared to protect her interests at a mo-
ment’s notice. Other nations that
might pose threats includes Iran,
North Korea, and Libya.

Mr. President, this bill is important
to the young men and women who
serve in our military forces. This bill
includes pay raises and increases to
special incentive pay, including vital
aviator bonuses. Provisions in this bill
affect every aspect of our national de-
fense, including quality-of-life initia-
tives, modernization, and readiness. 1
remind all Senators that all military
construction projects require an au-
thorization as well as an appropriation
and cannot be executed without this
bill.

Mr. President, I want to remind the
Senate that all 18 members of the
Armed Services Committee support
this bill—10 Republicans and 8 Demo-
crats—every one of them support this
bill. The House has already passed this
by a veto-proof majority of 286 to 123.
The leaders of the Defense Department
have indicated that they can make this
compromise work and that they need
this bill passed. It is hard for me to be-
lieve that any Senator would oppose
and delay the entire Defense authoriza-
tion bill at a time when American
troops are deployed in Bosnia and seri-
ous trouble appears to be brewing
again in Iraq.

I strongly encourage all Senators to
vote for this bill. We must send a
strong signal to the White House to
demonstrate to the President that this
bill, which is so important to our na-
tional security, should be signed. We
must show the young men and women
in uniform serving our Nation around
the world that their services are appre-
ciated and that we are backing them
up.

Mr. President, I am a strong sup-
porter of the Guard and Reserves. The
National Guard of South Carolina is a
magnificent guard, and we appreciate
what they have done. And in the whole
Nation, the National Guard is so valu-
able. I happen to have served in the Re-
serves myself for over 36 years. I appre-
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ciate the reservists and commend all of
them for voluntarily serving their
country. They have to carry on their
civilian duties, but they do this extra
work.

I want to say, too, to the Members of
this Senate, that this bill took not
days, not weeks, but months. We have
spent months on this bill. We have
done the best we could. We have a lot
of able members on the Armed Services
Committee. All of them have worked
hard on this bill. It is a compromise
bill. I did not have my way on every-
thing. Senator LEVIN did not have his
way on everything. No one did. This is
a compromise bill.

National security was the driving
force of this bill. We could not satisfy
every Senator. We did the best we
could to accommodate all we could.
But national security was our driving
force when we considered this bill.
Again, I ask all Senators to support
this bill for the good of the country
and to support this bill for the good of
our troops and to support this bill, too,
for the public good.

I thank the Chair.

Mr. President, I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second? There appears to be.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the con-
ference report. The yeas and nays have
been ordered. The clerk will call the
roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 90,
nays 10, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 296 Leg.]

YEAS—90
Abraham Enzi Lugar
Akaka Faircloth Mack
Allard Ford McCain
Ashcroft Frist McConnell
Baucus Glenn Mikulski
Bennett Gorton Moseley-Braun
Biden Graham Moynihan
Bingaman Grassley Murkowski
Bond Gregg Murray
Breaux Hagel Nickles
Brownback Harkin Reed
Bryan Hatch Reid
Burns Helms Robb
Byrd Hollings Roberts
Campbell Hutchinson Rockefeller
Chafee Inhofe Roth
Cleland Inouye Santorum
Coats Jeffords Sarbanes
Cochran Johnson Sessions
Collins Kempthorne Shelby
Conrad Kennedy Smith (NH)
Coverdell Kerrey Smith (OR)
Craig Kerry Snowe
D’Amato Kyl Specter
Daschle Landrieu Thomas
DeWine Lautenberg Thompson
Dodd Leahy Thurmond
Domenici Levin Torricelli
Dorgan Lieberman Warner
Durbin Lott Wyden

NAYS—10
Boxer Gramm Stevens
Bumpers Grams Wellstone
Feingold Hutchison
Feinstein Kohl

The conference report was agreed to.

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I
move to reconsider the vote.

Mr. WARNER. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table.
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The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senator from
New Mexico [Mr. DOMENICI], is recog-
nized.

———

PROVIDING FOR CORRECTIONS TO
BE MADE IN THE ENROLLMENT
OF H.R. 1119

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I send
a concurrent resolution to the desk
which, under a previous order, is
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the concurrent res-
olution is agreed to.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 64) was agreed to, as follows:

S. CON. RES. 64

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That in the enroll-
ment of H.R. 1119 an Act to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 1998 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe personnel strengths for such fiscal
year for the Armed Forces, and for other
purposes, the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall make the following correc-
tions:

In section 3165—

(1) in subsection (b)(1), strike out ‘‘under
the jurisdiction” and all that follows
through ‘‘Los Alamos National Laboratory’’
and insert in lieu thereof ‘‘under the admin-
istrative jurisdiction of the Secretary at or
in the vicinity of Los Alamos National Lab-
oratory’’; and

(2) in subsection (e), strike out ‘*, the Sec-
retary of the Interior” and all that follows
through the end and insert in lieu thereof
“but not later than 90 days after the sub-
mittal of the report under subsection
(d)(1)(C), the County and the Pueblo shall
submit to the Secretary an agreement be-
tween the County and the Pueblo which allo-
cates between the County and the Pueblo
and parcels identified for conveyance or
transfer under subsection (b).”.

Mr. LOTT addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, just for the
information of all Senators, first, we
are working now to see if we can get an
agreement to move the DC appropria-
tions bill, and we hope we are in the
final stages of working out an agree-
ment on Amtrak.

————

INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1998—
CONFERENCE REPORT

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate turn to
the conference report to accompany
the intelligence authorization bill, and
the conference report be considered
read, and under the following time re-
straints: Twenty minutes equally di-
vided between the chairman and rank-
ing minority member; 10 minutes under
the control of Senator TORRICELLI.

I further ask that following the con-
clusion or yielding back of time, the
conference report be agreed to, and the
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